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SUBJECT: REPROCESSING IN ROC 

1 . ROC EMBASSY SCIENCE COUNSELOR SUNG CALLED ON DEPUTY 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY KRATZER AUGUST 31 TO EXPRESS HIS 
GOVERNMENT'S DISMAY CONCERNING RECENT PRESS REPORTS 
ABOUT CLANDESTINE REPROCESSING ON TAIWAN. SUNG STATED 
THAT THE REPORTS WERE UNTRUE, THAT THE ROC HAD NO INTEN- 
TION OF DEVELOPING NUCLEAR WEAPONS, THAT THE ROC WAS A 
PARTY TO THE NPT, THAT NUCLEAR FACILITIES ON TAIWAN WERE 
OPEN TO IAEA INSPECTION (AND TO US OFFICIALS SHOULD 
THAT BE DESIRED) AND THAT THE RECENT IAEA INSPECTION HAD 
UNCOVERED NO IRREGULARITIES. SUNG MENTIONED THAT ROC 

HAD MADE A MAJOR COMMITMENT TO NUCLEAR POWER GENERATION, 
WHICH WOULD EVENTUALLY PROVIDE AS MUCH AS 50 PERCENT OF 
ISLAND S ELECTRIC CAPACITY, AND THAT ROC DID NOT WISH 
TO DO ANYTHING THAT WOULD JEOPARDIZE THIS PROGRAM. 

2. KRATZER REGRETTED THAT THESE STORIES HAD APPEARED 
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PUBLIC AND CONGRESSIONAL CONCERN ABOUT REPROCESSING 
ON A WORLD-WIDE BASIS. KRATZER SAID IT WOULD BE HELP- 
FUL -O ROC INTERESTS TO GET AS MUCH INFORMATION ABOUT 

THE FACTS INTO THE PUBLIC REALM. NOTING THE RECENT 
IAEA INSPECTION AND THE IAEA'S POLICY NOT TO RELEASE 
INFORMATION ABOUT SUCH INSPECTIONS, KRATZER ASKED 
WHETHER ROC WOULD CONSIDER AUTHORIZING IAEA TO GIVE THE 
USG, AS A SUPPLIER GOVERNMENT, RESULTS OF ITS INSPEC- 
TIONS. KRATZER SAID THAT HIS SUGGESTION WAS NOT AIMED 
PARTICULARLY AT ROC BECAUSE SIMILAR SUGGESTIONS HAD 
BEEN MADE TO OTHER GOVERNMENTS. ROC MIGHT ALSO CON- 
SIDER WHETHER TO AUTHORIZE THE IAEA TO RELEASE PUBLICLY 
SOME INFORMATION ABOUT THE INSPECTIONS IN ORDER TO HELP 
ALLAY PUBLIC DOUBTS. SUNG SAID HE WOULD CONVEY THIS 
SUGGESTION TO CAEC CHAIRMAN. VICTOR CHENG. 

3. SUNG ASKED ABOUT STATUS OF ROCS REQUEST FOR A 
SAFEGUARD ABILITY DETERMINATION FOR THE INER REPROCESS- 
ING LABORATORY WHICH WOULD PERMIT IT TO BEGIN REPROCESS- 
ING SPENT FUEL FROM TSINGHWA REACTOR. KRATZER SAID 
THAT REQUEST WAS UNDER CONSIDERATION BUT THAT HE COULD 
NOT ESTIMATE WHEN AN ANSWER MIGHT BE FORTHCOMING. HE 
TOLD SUNG THAT THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH WAS IN THE MIDST 
OF A COMPREHENSIVE REVIEW OF OUR NUCLEAR EXPORT 
POLICIES AND THAT THIS REVIEW WAS NATURALLY FOCUSSING 
ON THE CRITICAL AREA OF REPROCESSING. NO DECISIONS 
COULD BE MADE ON ANY REQUESTS FOR SAFEGUARD ABILITY 
DETERMINATIONS UNTIL AFTER THIS WORLD-WIDE POLICY 
REVIEW WAS COMPLETED. ROBINSON 
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